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SHERRY GURTLER/Mutlang Daily
Recent rains have quelled drought fears and once again brought green hills to San Luis Obispo.
Rains drench drought fears
By Brad Hamilton
Senior Staff Writer
The recent storms have 
washed away some local fears of 
drought.
Every city in San Luis Obispo 
County has nearly doubled last 
season’s totals, while Atascadero, 
Paso Robles, Santa Margarita 
and Templeton have almost 
tripled their totals.
The Salinas Reservoir in 
Santa Margarita continues to 
spill over and water levels in 
other reservoirs has increased, 
but none have overflowed.
The rain spell, which began 
Jan. 6 and ended Jan. 22, 
dumped 9.4 inches on the county, 
.8 inches above normal for the 
entire month of January.
San Luis Obispo has collected 
17.6 inches of precipitation in the
1992-93 season, which began 
July 1, 1992. TTie exceeds last 
season’s total by nine inches and 
the normal to date by 8.3 inches.
The normal represents an 
average of totals recorded during 
the period between 1951 and 
1980.
Several local water watchers 
said the recent rains have been 
good for the county’s drought 
problems.
“The recent storm has helped 
quite a bit,” said Deputy County 
Engineer Glen Priddy. “Salinas 
is full. \bu can’t do much better 
than that. But we are not out of 
the woods yet.”
George Gowgani, head of the 
Cal Poly’s crop science depart­
ment, said the state should greet 
the rains with a smile.
“(The new water) will ease the 
burden of another year of
tremendous competition between 
constituents for water,” he said. 
“(The rains) will help the agricul­
ture economy and the whole 
economy of the state.”
The local reservoirs hold 
enough water now to meet San 
Luis Obispo’s needs drought 
regulation free for the next two 
years, said Gary Henderson, 
manager of San Luis Obispo
Water Division.
Henderson also said he thinks 
the California Department of 
Water Resources (CDWR) will 
soften its stand on the drought 
cautiously.
But he said citizens probably 
won’t soften their conservation 
habits engraved by previous dry 
years.
Carleen Legault of AiToyo 
See DROUGHT, page 3
Hazel Scott’s view from the top
By Anita Kreile
Staff Writer
Hazel Scott is not a man. And 
Hazel Scott is not white.
So how did she get to be the
T H E  G E N D E R
Monday: Female students 
at Poly say they still face 
stereotypes as they enter 
male-dominatedfields. 
Tuesday: Women faculty 
members are still largely 
outnumbered at Poly.
Today: One Cal Poly 
administrator’s story —  
she beat two sets of odds 
in her career.
vice president of Student Affairs 
at a university where every other 
central administrative position is 
held by someone who is?
In a world where the path to 
success is often littered with the 
obstacles of gender and racial 
discrirfiination, it appears that, 
sometimes, ignorance is bliss.
While not oblivious to the spe­
cial challenges facing a black 
woman, Scott said she tends to 
focus on her destination and ig­
nores any signs that say Tceep 
out’ along the way.
“I don’t see obstacles,” she 
said. “It’s more like something is 
out there and I just go for it; like 
I’m too dumb to know I’m not 
supposed to do it.”
Smiling and vivacious in a 
recent interview, Scott candidly 
described starting out in a world 
quite different from today’s.
When she graduated high 
school in 1959, Scott said she 
saw few doors open to her.
“In my time, there were only 
three options for a woman who
Clinton to lift ban 
on gays in military
By Terence Hunt
Associated Press
WASHINGTON — The White 
House asserted the right to 
revoke the ban on homosexuals 
in the military without the con­
sent of Congress Tuesday.
Some Republican lawmakers 
explored how to force a vote, but 
the Senate’s top Democrat 
predicted “it will all be worked 
out.”
President Clinton will act 
swiftly this week to end the 50- 
year-old prohibition, spokesman 
George Stephanopoulos said. 
“The president has the power to 
move forward on ending dis­
crimination against homosexuals 
in the military,” he said.
“If we can avoid a legislative 
battle, that’s all to the good,” 
Stephanopoulos said. “But the 
president remains committed to 
his policy.”
Clinton held his first legisla­
tive strategy meeting with con­
gressional leaders, but par­
ticipants said there was only 
scant discussion of lifting the 
military ban on homosexuals.
Senate M ajority Leader 
George Mitchell, D-Maine, said 
outside the White House that he 
didn’t know how thé Senate 
would vote on the issue if it 
arose.
Mitchell said: “These experts 
are saying something simple: If 
you are looking for a way to 
destroy the discipline and esprit 
de corps of a military unit, it is 
clear — just inject sexual tension 
into the barracks,” said Sen. Dan 
Coats of Indiana, the GOP point 
man in the fight with the new 
administration.
Sen. Alfonse D’Amato an­
nounced on the Senate floor that 
he supports Clinton’s plan.
“No government has the right 
to discriminate against any of its 
own people,” D’Amato said.
THE
FIRST
100 DAYS
One in an occasional series of insights 
into the first crucial decisions of the 
Clinton administration.
“Gays and heterosexuals have 
served in the military with honor 
and they will continue to serve 
honorably together in the fu­
ture.”
While the White House said 
Clinton could act on his own, 
some Republicans discussed 
ways to force a vote on maintain­
ing the ban.
One strategy called for attach­
ing an amendment to a bill com­
ing before the Senate next week 
on granting fam ily leave. 
Another idea was to introduce 
separate legislation.
“There’s a strong feeling we 
should get to the heart of the 
issue,” Coats said.
In a Senate speech. Coats said 
that if Clinton lifts the ban, “The 
people will speak and the Con­
gress will respond.”
“I am convinced that if  Presi­
dent Clinton reverses current 
policy regarding gays in the 
military, he will find a tem­
porary victory that is very much 
like a defeat,” Coats said.
wanted to be a professional,” she 
said. “You could be a secretary, 
nurse or a teacher. I didn’t know 
any black secretaries; I’m 
squeamish about blood; so that 
left teaching.”
She said she didn’t consider 
her limited options in terms of 
gender discrimination, and that 
her biggest hurdle was a per­
sonal one.
“I worked hard to overcome 
shyness and insecurity,” she 
said. “I was the youngest of three 
and acquiescence was a part of 
my upbringing.
“At that time the movement 
against racial discrimination was 
more in the forefront of one’s 
mind than gender,” Scott said. 
“And when I say racial I mean 
black-white, not brown and yel­
low.
“Gender is recent. It’s only in 
the last 10 to 15 years that 
gender has been looked at as a 
basis for discrimination.”
Sec WOMEN, page 3
Season’s first color
STEVEN J. MUELLER/Mustang Daily
Ornamental horticulture majors Mike Riel and Aloulse Wright 
display primulas on sale at Poly Plant and Floral. The store Is 
located on Via Carte Road, near the Horse Unit.
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Immigration says it’s not picking on Zoe Baird’s help
Stam ford. Conn.
An illegal alien who was Zoe Baird’s 
chauffeur said Monday he feels immigra­
tion officials are hounding him because of 
the publicity surrounding Baird’s failed 
nomination to be U.S. attorney general.
“1 always felt free here until the last 
few weeks,” Victor Cordero said in a 
statement released by his attorney. “Now 
I feel like a hunted animal.”
Immigration officials insisted Monday 
that they aren’t targeting Cordero and his 
estranged wife, Lillian Cordero, who nad 
been Baird’s live-in nanny.
“Every illegal alien that we find that 
comes to our attention is singled out for 
action. That’s our job,” said Rick Kenney,
spokesman for the Immigration and The INS has asked the Corderos to ap- 
Naturalization Service. pear in Hartford this week to discuss
Baird withdrew her nomination last their immigration status. Kenney calh d it
“ Now I am faced with being returned to Peru, a country which I 
have had no contact with for the last eight years. I have no job  or 
friends waiting for me. Most o f  my family is living here now.”
Victor Cordero, Baird's chauffeur
week amid a public outcry over her hiring 
of the Corderos. As attorney general, 
Baird would have been responsible for 
overseeing the INS and enforcing im­
migration laws.
a “standard interview,” not a deporta'ion 
proceeding.
The Corderos have been in hiding since 
the controversy began during Baird’s con­
firmation hearing last week. Attorneys for
both wouldn’t disclose their whereabouts.
Cordero, 26, said in his staten ent 
Monday that he has been in the United 
States since he was 18 and wishes to stay. 
He said he has tried unsuccessfully since 
he arrived to become legal.
“Now I am faced with being returned 
to Peru, a country which I have had no 
contact with for the last eight years. I 
have no job or friends waiting for me. 
Most of my family is living here now,” 
Cordero said.
Baird and her husband hired the 
Peruvian couple in 1990 to work at their 
New Haven home.
N e w s  B r i e f s
UC Berkeley nudist expelled
Berkeley. Calif.
Nineteen-year-old Andrew Martinez, a student at the 
University of California here, has been expelled, school 
spokesman Jesus Mena said.
But Martinez had been facing naked opposition from 
administrators for some time as his predilection for 
strolling around campus in nothing but shoes became 
more visible.
In September, Martinez, who by that time was well 
known by his nom de buff of the “Naked Guy,” led a cam­
pus nude-in that drew national news exposure.
New evidence won’t halt death
Washingtor. D.C.
The Supreme Cour t said Monday that Tbxas may ex­
ecute a man who claims to have new evidence of in­
nocence, ruling that inmates convicted in state courts al­
most always are barred from contesting guilt in a federal 
appeal.
"A claim of actual innocence is not itself a constitu­
Toontown opens at Disneyland
Anaheim . C alif.
Disneyland opened its biggest new attraction in 20 
years Tuesday as crowds flocked to Toontown, a car- 
toon-inspired community of talking mailboxes, falling 
safes and other gags.
Employees said lines for the new “land” were two or 
three city blocks long just after Disneyland’s 10 a.m. 
opening.
“We did have an inordinate crowd this morning,” 
said spokesman Greg Albrecht. “Certainly higher than 
normal for this time of year.”
Tbontown, inspired by the 1988 hit movie “Who 
Framed Roger Rabbit,” lets visitors wander through 
homes of cartoon characters like Mickey Mouse and 
Donald Duck.
tional claim,” Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist said in 
a 6-3 ruling. Executive clemency is the “fail safe” method 
to keep the truly innocent from being put to death, he 
wrote in upholding a Texas man’s murder conviction and
death sentence.
Justice Harry A. Blackmun said, “The execution of a 
person who can show that he is innocent comes perilously 
close to simple murder.”
If a defendant’s rights depend on a governor’s decision 
on clemency, Blackmun said, “then we no longer live 
under a government of laws.”
The ruling limited federal judges’ roles in sparing in­
nocent people from death. Left undecided was whether 
the Constitution allows the execution of someone who 
can prove true innocence.
Ifexas defendant Leonel Herrera was sentenced to 
death for the 1981 killing of Los Fresnos police officer 
Enrique Carrisalez, who had stopped him for speeding. 
Herrera also pleaded guilty to killing state police officer 
David Rucker the same night.
State and federal courts upheld Herrera’s conviction 
and sentence in the Carrisalez killing. In 1990, Herrera 
filed a new appeal saying his brother, Raul, who was 
killed in 1984, actually had shot both officers.
Raul Herrera’s son, Raul Jr., swore that he saw his 
father kill the two men. Three other men said Raul Her­
rera confessed to them.
Tbxas law requires new evidence to be presented 
within 30 days of a trial, and state courts refused to hear 
Herrera’s new claim of innocence.
Compiled from Associated Press Reports
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WOMEN
From page 1
Scott said it is difficult to dis­
cern the difference between ra­
cial and gender discrimination. 
She firmly pointed out that the 
distinction is irrelevant.
“Discrimination is discrimina­
tion is discrimination,” she said. 
“There comes a point where it 
doesn’t matter because the im­
pact and feeling is the same.”
She said that, as a result of 
being put down in school, she un­
derstands the t3T3e of experiences 
that are debilitating to a person’s 
self-confidence.
The daughter of a laborer and 
a tailor, Scott was the first mem­
ber of her family to go to college. 
Financial support from her 
mother and two sisters propelled 
her toward an undergraduate de­
gree in elementary education 
from Southern Illinois Univer­
sity.
She taught second grade for 
two years before deciding to con­
tinue her education.
One of 30 people to win an 
open, nationwide scholastic com­
petition, she received a full 
scholarship and a stipend to the 
University of Illinois, where she 
did her doctoral work in educa­
tional psychology.
Scott said her biggest mistake 
in dealing with gender issues has 
been to categorically assign 
character traits to people. She 
said although she learned impor­
tant lessons from being rebuffed 
for making inaccurate assump­
tions, it slowed her progress.
“It helps to have a thick skin,” 
she said, “to not jjersonalize or 
internalize (discrimination); to 
have a good sense of self-analysis 
and put it in perspective.”
Scott said a big part of her 
perspective was that of being a 
single parent throughout most of 
her education and all of her 
career.
“(Being a parent) helped keep 
me centered and directed,” she 
said. “If I wanted to provide a 
better life for (my son) I couldn’t 
do it on a teacher’s salary.”
Scott said her move to Cal 
Poly 4 1/2 years ago was
prompted by boredom and bad 
weather.
“I was experiencing a lack of 
challenge and felt ready to be a 
senior officer in student affairs,”
LIVE IN JAPAN
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she said.
“I had come out to California 
for Thanksgiving and hey, it was 
November and it was warm!”
When a friend alerted her to 
the opening at Cal Poly, she 
jumped on it.
Scott said she didn’t know if 
affirmative action played a part 
in her being hired.
“% u’d have to ask the presi­
dent about that,” she said. “I’d 
like to think I was simply the 
most qualified applicant.”
She said two pieces of advice 
proved most valuable to her in 
deciding her career direction.
“A woman told me, I f  leader­
ship is what you aspire to (given 
the times), you have to carefully 
pick the battles you fight.’ She 
was telling me to only fight when 
it would make a difference,” 
Scott said.
“The other piece of advice 
was, Tou can’t lead and hide.’ 
Meaning that you have to be who 
you are — black and female — 
and by so being, other in­
dividuals respect you and see you 
as a leader.
“Young women today have the 
world open for opportunity and 
they shouldn’t feel compelled to 
rush in just because someone has 
paved the way.”
DROUGHT
From page 1
Grande agreed with Henderson. 
She said she still conserves 
water with the vigor she did 
during previous dry years.
“I think the minute (resi­
dents) back off, we are headed 
for trouble,” she said.
Dean Thompson, California 
Drought Center (CDC) spokes­
man, said some areas that rely 
on outside area reservoirs 
remain in a state of drought. He 
said San Luis Obispo, Santa Bar­
bara, Marin and most Northern 
California counties are drought- 
free. But determining who is in 
drought and who is not is dif­
ficult, he added.
“An earthquake has a seis­
mograph which can determine 
w hen dam age is  d o n e ,” 
Thompson said. “A flood ’s 
damage ends when the water 
drains below a certain point. But 
a drought is probably the only 
major natural hazard difficult to 
assess.
“(CDC officials) feel it’s too 
early to declare (the state) not in 
a drought,” Thompson said.
With the bulk of the rain 
season rem aining, neither 
Henderson nor Priddy would 
forecast the local amount of rain 
expected.
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Holy smoke... CHiP’s!
Dö'jD M H A'CAIXEM SE 
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¿ I f c A P e t T E ?
Usually I don’t get emotional 
when I watch “CHiPa”, but Mon­
day was different.
Tb fully explain the source of 
my anger, we have to talk plot.
It was one o f those late 
episodes (after Larry Wilcox left) 
when the “CHiP’s” gang started 
handling issues deeper than 
breaking up a ring of pet thieves. 
The story started when this girl 
bought some marijuana from a 
beach-side drug pusher who wore 
a lot of rayon and called himself 
“The Love Doctor.”
Then the cameraman started 
film ing everything with a 
kaleidoscope/vertigo effect as the 
girl strapped on roller skates, 
caused a 14-car pile-up, and 
rolled through a plate glass win­
dow.
Now, I understand the 
responsibility the networks must 
feel to brainwash kids into com­
plying with the law, but lying 
only breeds contempt when they 
find out the truth. I’ve delved 
deep into the world of marijuana 
— my parents smoked it, my 
finends smoked it, I smoked it — 
and in a nation that glamorizes 
alcohol use, I believe that ganja 
is getting much too bad a rap.
I’ve never seen anyone on 
marijuana start a fight. I’ve 
never seen anyone on marijuana 
try to get in a car. I’ve never seen 
anyone on marijuana try to force 
themselves on a member of the 
opposite sex.
Yes, pot can be a destructive 
drug, but wonderfully unlike al­
cohol, it is almost completely 
se//‘-destructive.
So is keeping it illegal the 
solution? I say no. Let’s say the 
s o c ie ta l  p rob lem  w a sn ’ t 
marijuana. Let’s say the problem 
was a bunch of people banging 
their heads against walls. The 
solution is not to tear down the 
walls, because anyone with an 
attic and a fluorescent lamp can 
erect one of their own.
The solution is to tell people 
the true danger of banging their
By Peter Hartlaub
heads on walls, and if they still 
want to do it, let them bang 
away. Legalize it, tax it, and use 
the proceeds to benefit those who 
don’t want to screw up their 
lives.
Because there are large 
amounts of money involved.
According to a 1991 DEA 
report I have, marijuana is the 
nujnber one cash crop in Califor­
nia and the number 11 crop by
m  ■
According to my 
"Better Homes and 
Gardens" Cookbook, 
the average head of 
lettuce weighs 538 
grams.
At a very good 
price, a gram of 
marijuana will cost
$ 10.
volume — just above Iceberg let­
tuce.
According to my “Better 
Homes and Gardens” Cookbook, 
the average head of lettuce 
weighs 538 grams.
At a very good price, a gram of 
marijuana will cost $10.
So by my logic, i f  marijuana 
were legal and taxed by the state 
to its present cost, it would be 
the same as if $5,380 of income 
could be generated for every 
head of Iceberg lettuce sold in 
California. That’s $5,380 of state 
funds that could aid wicked pete 
Wilson’s dwindling education cof­
fer’s.
It’ll probably never happen.
Ever since “Reefer Madness” 
came out in the 1950’s, society 
has falsely treated the drug like 
it is some insane destructive en­
tity. People believed “Reefer 
M adness.” People believed 
“CHiFs.”
“CHiFs” was education to the 
point where first, second and 
third grade didn’t matter for 
squat. You didn’t learn a single 
thing. “CHiFs” was your true
schooling. That’s why watching 
the new Thco Bell commercial 
with Erik Estrada felt like 
taking a trip back to the womb.*
Robert Fulgham wrote that 
everything you learned was in 
kindergarten. Completely false. 
All kindergarten did was teach 
you the necessary motor skills to 
operate a television.
Once that was done, every­
thing you learned was on 
“CHiP’s”:
1. Respect the law.
2. Look both ways before 
crossing streets.
3. Don’t trust the guy wearing 
the blue wool cap in the red van 
with the bad paint job.
4. Don’t ride your skateboard 
in the middle df an interstate.
and 5, Smoking pot will
quickly lead to the mass destruc­
tion of yourself and everything 
around you.
It’s simply not true. I used to 
smoke marijuana. A lot of it. I 
got good grades. I didn’t commit 
felonies. And I never felt the 
urge to put on roller skates and 
barrel through a plate glass win­
dow. Mostly I just felt like stay­
ing home alone and listening to 
Janis Joplin.
This is a call to regulate what 
is already there, and use the 
profits to educate in an honest 
manner. This isn’t a recommen­
dation to smoke marijuana. It’s 
expensive. It’s bad for your heal­
th. It kills brain cells.
But so does banging your 
head against a wall.
And as I’ve grown up, Fve 
learned that despite the puritan 
values this country adheres to, 
the “CHiFs” guys aren’t always 
there to save your ass. Ponch cer­
tainly wasn’t around this fall to 
pick up my $128 fee increase.
But maybe marijuana could 
have.
It’s time to listen to the truth.
Peter Hartlaub is Editor4n- 
Chief o f  Mustang Daily. His 
street name is Slinky.
L E T T E R S  TO  T H E  E D ITO R
More ‘sexist comments’
In the Jan. 25 edition of Mustang Daily, Christen Rovedo 
was quoted as having said, “The women in this major will ask 
the question that needs to be asked, (the one) that no one un­
derstands... The guys I know in class will be afraid to ask a 
stupid question and I have absolutely nothing to lose.”
The implications that men don’t ask some questions because 
of their fragile “male egos” is a sexist stereotype. The com­
ments of Ms. Rovedo are every bit as crass as the sexist state­
ments and behavior mentioned in the article.
Every one of us loses something when we don’t ask ques­
tions. We lose our education.
Sam B. Robinson 
Construction Management
Ropes course ‘not a sandbox’
In response to the editorial on the proposed ASI ropes 
course, I would like to clarify some misinformation. First of 
which is the nature of a ropes course. A ropes course is not a 
“sandbox,” but a series of physical challenges to facilitate group 
interaction and enhance leadership and communication skills.
Secondly, the idea that ASI would use $3,000 of club money 
to finance the proposed leadership training course is simply 
not true. The money to build the proposed course, i f  approved, 
would come from the ASI Capital Expenditure Reserve. This 
reserve is set aside from the ASI club budget to finance enhan­
cements to the Cal Poly campus and ASI programs. This 
program will be designed to operate on a self-sufficient basis, 
thereby not detracting for ASI support of clubs.
As far as just being an entertainment device for AJSI, this 
notion is ludicrous. This course would be built for ALL student 
groups to use and enjoy. The responsibility of ASI is to meet 
the needs of its shareholders, the students. Prom all of the in­
formation gathered, we have seen a need for low-cost group 
entertainment and leadership training. The ropes course will 
definitely enhance the environment of Cal Poly and provide a 
service in demand by the ASI clubs.
John Grinold 
ASI D irector 
Science and Math
Clarifications from SLO Council
Perhaps some clarification is in order regarding the recent 
appointment of Mary Billington Whittlesey, rather than Brent 
Petersen, to the San Luis Obispo City Planning Commission.
Appointments to this key commission are critical to the ef­
fectiveness of long and short range planning for the city. I 
believe that important criteria for individuals who serve on the 
Commission are: Reasonableness, ability to work with others, 
willingness to listen, ability to compromise, and willingness to 
spend much time and effort with little reward. It is most help­
ful if the individual has some planning background (either by 
education or experience), has been actively involved in the 
community, and has a job history that will allow verification of 
desirable characteristics for the Planning Commission appoint­
ment.
After viewing applications of both candidates (and also 
knowing both of them), I found Mary’s qualifications far supe­
rior to Brent’s. There was simply no way in good conscience 
that I could vote otherwise.
Brent is a likable and bright young man who ran an excel­
lent, almost successful campaign for City Council. If he per­
sists, he will undoubtedly have a successful political career, 
which may well begin with an appointment to a city commis­
sion. In my view, however, appointments to city commissions 
should not be based on political considerations but should focus 
primarily on abilities which will make that person an effective 
commission member. I believe the majority of the City Council 
shared that view when they made the appointment.
Dave Rom ero 
SLO City Council
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An English “Speakeasy”
A unique conversation class picks up where the university leaves off, 
helping students who speak English as a second language learn enough to 
pass Senior Project and the Graduation Writing Requirement
B y  K E R I  G R E E N B E R G
S t a f f  W r i t e r
I c i i m  s ,o m d ( u y u ^  
to th¿ polyit tkiit It 
ú ¿ c o m ¿ S >  o r Á t H í i Y v ' '
College textbooks are often written on a level too 
difficult even for native-English speaking students to 
understand.
But imagine having to use such a text with only a 
few years of experience in practicing the language.
Students for which English is their second 
language (ESL) face an additional challenge just to 
complete the daily grind of Cal Poly course work.
But even after meeting that challenge, two 
hurdles often stand in the way of ESL students and 
graduation: Senior Project and the Graduation Writing 
Requirement (GWR).
"A lot of them are incredibly bright students," 
said Jim Hawkins, an English graduate student who 
works with ESL students. "Yet many, especially on the 
graduate level, don't speak or write English well enough 
to pass the writing exam."
ESL students, some of whom have been recruited 
to come to Cal Poly from foreign countries and have to pay 
more tuition than most, are sometimes sent home without 
their diplomas.
Currently, Cal Poly has 161 students enrolled 
who have come to the United States on educational visas 
(108 undergarduate and 53 graduate 
students).
Although Cal Poly's English 
department offers writing classes for 
ESL students through CAPTURE,
Wally Mark, dean of administration for 
the College of Agriculture, said those 
classes are usually impacted and thus 
inadequate.
"It doesn't do us any good to 
bring students in and doom them to 
failure because we don't offer (them) 
what they need to succeed," he said.
Hawkins put it more bluntly:
"If Cal Poly is going to let (ESL stu­
dents) in, they have to give them a way 
to get out.
"You don't get these people to 
come over here and then screw them," 
he said. "I've worked with some who 
have had to go home without diplomas."
Help, however, is available for * 
foreign students facing the spectre of 
not graduating due to inadequate 
preparation in English.
Hawkins is the adviser for an 
ESL workshop offerred through the 
Writing Skills Office.
The unique program was 
started a few years ago when several 
Cal Poly professors noticed that many 
students were coming here without sufficient comprehen­
sion of English.
"Their needs really weren't being met," said Mary 
Kay Harrington, coordinator for the Writing Skills 
Program. She, along with her husband John, an English 
professor, oversee the ESL program on campus.
The workshop utilizes discussions of current 
events, practice of pronunciation skills and explanations 
of American idioms and slang to increase ESL students' 
fluency in spoken English.
"The students I deal with are hardworking and 
have a strong desire to learn the language," Hawkins said. 
"I get irritated because students whose first language isn't 
English don't have a shot."
Mark said the College of Agriculture is proposing 
a program to provide additional English education 
opportunities for minority students. He said the college is 
£ilso considering a voluntary class to advise students who 
are at risk of not completing their senior projects or not 
passing the GWR.
But for now, Hawkins' workshop is the only class 
of its type available free to ESL students.
The struggle of reading a typical homework 
assignment was enough to send civil engineering junior
I t  doesn't do us 
any good to bring 
students in and 
doom them to 
failure because we 
don't offer (them) 
what they need to 
succeed."
W ally Mark
Dean of Administration 
College of Agriculture
Khang Nguyen in search of campus programs that could 
help him learn more English.
"The technical content and the way it's presented 
is difficult even for somebody bom here," he said. "I think 
that's what slowed me down in the reading."
Nguyen emigrated from Vietnam in 1985. "It took 
my family more than seven years for (the) paperwork and 
(the) process they went through," he said.
At Cal Poly, he found flyers posted for the free 
ESL class. After attending his first workshop fall quarter, 
Nguyen said he began to feel more confident in his 
English speaking ability.
"It's actually a very relaxing atmosphere in 
there," he said. "It doesn't seem like a class. It's a meeting 
where you can interact."
Hawkins teaches the class in a seminar-type 
fashion to foster participation. "My goal is to make them 
more comfortable speaking English," he said.
"I don't think (Hawkins) works as much on our 
English as much as our confidence to speak out," Nguyen 
said. "It's helped me to express my feelings."
Nguyen has not passed the GWR yet, but plans to 
take it next year.
"I would like to take a couple of 
_  English classes every quarter to 
improve," he said.
Electrical engineering senior 
Colin Lee immigrated to the United 
States from China 10 years ago. He 
also attends the ESL conversation 
class.
Lee said he is the first person in 
his family to go to college and he would 
like to go on to receive his master's 
degree.
He said he doesn't interact with 
many people, which Mary Kay 
Harrington said poses a problem for 
many ESL students.
ESL students often live with 
other students like them, she said, and 
because of this, "They don't have the 
opportunity to practice (English) with 
native speakers. They've been made to 
feel ashamed that they don't speak as 
well.
"That's one of the great things 
about the students who work in the 
lab. They make (it) a safe haven," she 
said.
Lee said he wants to know more 
— English so he can communicate better. 
He also found out about the ESL class 
through flyers around campus. "I want 
to expand my vocabulary," he said.
Hawkins said he sometimes watches his students 
struggle to find the right words to describe their ideas.
The class helps them by adding to their vocabulary.
During one class, a student was describing a 
classmate as being "persistent." Hawkins responded by 
introducing the word "tenacious" as a synonym to the 
description.
Students like Lee look to this class to push him 
toward graduation and success after school.
"This could be a place that could help me 
achieve," he said.
Hawkins would like more students to feel that 
way about the class. He said unfortunately, many don't 
even know it exists.
"I have no budget for my class and there are lots 
of students out there who can use this," he said.
"I don't think a lot of people go in (to the conser­
vation class)," Nguyen said. "They either don't have time 
or aren't aware of the facility."
The first class this quarter was small, with only 
four students attending.
The ESL class meets Fridays from 1 to 3 p.m. in 
the Writing Lab, Room 138 of the English building.
/V
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At Microsoft, Today’s “Do”s 
Were "Vfesterday’s ‘l)on’t’’s.
You’ ve always wanted to know how things 
work from the inside, out. You used to get in 
trouble for it.
At Microsoft, you’ ll get rewarded.
We still want you to take things apiirt. Only 
now, you can apply your curiosity and intelli­
gence to put them back together even better.
Every day, you’ ll get the opportunity to use 
your talents to improve Microsoft® products. 
Getting totally immersed in every aspect o f
their creation. Sound like an ideal job? It 
should. After all, it’s been your passion since 
you were a kid.
If you tU'e pursuing a Bachelor’s or Master's 
degree in Computer Science, Electrical Engi­
neering, Math, Physics, or a related discipline, 
we want to talk with you at our On-campus 
interviews.
«
Microsoft is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and supports workforce diversity.
On-Campus Interviews
Wednesday, February 24,1993  
Full-Time and summer Technical positions available. 
See Placement Center for more details. Microsoli^i) IN a registered trademark ol Microsott Corporation.
SOFT CONTACT LENSES
PRESCRIPTIONS FILLED
»00.ea.Hydron Zero 4.................................*19
B & L U3 & U4................................ *39' .^
OFFER G O O D 'T IU -31-93
MON.-WEO. VARIOUS BRANDS AVAILABLE 9:00-5:00
1-800-303-3-109 349-3409 * 216 W. Main St., Santa Maria 349-3409
COMEDY
TRAFFIC
SCHOOL
$22.00
W ITH THIS AD
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☆^  To Achieve your personal BEST, 
you've 0Ot to be a part of the BEST...
ZETA TAU ALPHA'
We proudly announce 
our upcoming I^USH.
We invite you to join us:
Wad, February 3rd, 7:00pm
House tours & meet the members
Thurs, February 4th, 6:00pm
Dinner & Movies with a fraternity
5at, February 6th  ^
Barbecue with L A E  fraternity
^  Catoii' tke ^
1, Can: B
JOHN GOODMAN
Lawrence Wx>($ey presents ifie end of civilization as we know ih
Make tfiat...
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COMING SOON TO A IHEAmE NEAR YOU.
For More Information 544-9963 .
CiassifieD
Campus CJubs
•PORTUGUESE CULTURAL NETWORK* 
For All Interested In 
Portuguese Culture, Meet EVERY 
WED 6;30pm BLDG22 ROOM210
RUSH CERES
The Ag Sorority Altemative 
Stop by Inlormatlon Booth 
Jan 25-29 BldtO Lobby 10-2
SCE
'j»i
Come sign up to be a part of 
the regional conference (Poly 
has taken 1 st 4 yrs In a row). 
Mtg today; Bldg 13-118 at 7:30
5TUBENT ¿6MMUNITV §ERVIfiEr"
DIRECTOR APPLICATION AVAILABLE 
IN UU217. DUE FEB 12, FRIDAY 
...MAKE A DIFFERENCE...
WATERSKI CLUB
MEETING THIS WEDNESDAY «8;00PM  
SCIENCE NORTH Rm 215
WHEELMEN
CAL POLY CYCLING. NATIONAL AND 
REGIONAL CHAMPS!
MTG’S WEDS TPM BLDG 52 E27 
SIGN UP FOR RACING LICENSES 
ALSO. COME TO OUT
BIKE FIX
THURS 28TH 10AM-3PM $5.00
Announcements 
ALL ENGINEERS
Would you like to be involved?
Be a Director on ASI Board! 
There 2 openings-M interested 
call Ethan O 545-8883 & Lv Mess.
CASH for COMICS & GAMING ITEMS 
-or Trade Credit! New comics 
every Friday - New games weekly! 
THE SUB COMICS & POSTERS 
785 Marsh St-SLO 541-3735
CHEAP THRILLS & RECYCLED 
RECORDS has MOVED to 553 HIGUERA! 
Top 50 CD's only $12.98- We pay the 
MOST CASH lor used LP's.fapes.CDs & 
video games. CHEAP THRILLS, NOW AT 
553 HIGUERA ST.. SLO 544-0686
Free ESL Class 
Practice speaking & learn new 
vocabulary and cultural fads.
Meet new people. Improve your 
English. 1-3 Friday 10-138 X2067.
GMAT GRE LSAT 
TEST PREP!
CALL THE PRINCETON REVIEW ANY 
TIME AT 995-0176 IN CAYUCOS.
MUSTANG DAILY 
CLASSIFIEDS
HAS A CONVENIENT DROP BOX 
LOCATED AT THE U.U. INFO DESK. 
THE ADS WILL BE PICKED UP DAILY 
AT 11;00 AM.
Announcements
POLY PALS
Poly's Big Bro/Sis Program 
Orientation Wed Jan 27
For More Info call -5834
RECYCLE 
MUSTANG DAILY
AT ANY OF OUR SIX CONVENIENT 
LOCATIONS: KENNEDY LIBRARY. AG 
BRIDGE (BLDG 10) CAMPUS STORE, 
THE CELLAR. THE UNIVERSITY 
UNION. FISHER SCIENCE. ' 
MUSTANG DAILY...
ONCE AGAIN LEADING THE WAY
SPEED SOCCER 
TOURNAMENT
Sat. and Sun. February 6 & 7 
$38 per team
* Register at Rec Sports 
or call 756-1366 for more info.
Sign up deadline Fri, Feb. 5 0  5
WHO MANAGES YOUR UNIV UNION? 
LET IT BE YOU! THE ASI UNION 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE IS NOW 
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR 
VOTING & ALTERNATE POSITIONS 
EFFECTIVE IMMED. PICK UP APPS.
IN UU212 See CARMEN BY 1/27.
personals
K.
U do make me smile 
U make me laugh 
Let's do N! STACK EM'
High 4 none 2 C 
I luv u
T.C.________________
Entertainment 
HEY YCUII!
Backstage Pizza is looking for 
performers to brighten up 
their stage. (Bands, solo 
artists, speakers, poets, etc.)
For more info on how you can 
play drop by Backstage or 
call 756-1275
Lost Found
FOUND ORANGE WHITE CAT ON 
CAMPUS 1/14 CALL 756-2539LOST
Gold Link bracelet In Math Big 
Tues Sentimental value 
Please call 549-8934
Word Processing
Master's Theses, Sr. projs, resumes, 
etc. Laser printer. 549-8966 - Laura
Opportunities
•CAUTION: Make no investments before 
investigating advertisements in 
Opportunities which require 
investments in stock sarnples, 
equipment or cash bonds.
ALASKA SUMMER JOBS - fisheries 
Earn $600-t-/week in canneries or 
$4,000>/month on fishing boats. 
Free transportation! Room & Board! 
Over 8,000 openings. Male or Female. 
For employment program call 
1-206-545-4155 ext. A6005
CRUISESHIP/RESORTS/ALASKAjobs! 
$1200-$5000 MO! Summer! Career! 
Guide, Cassette, Newsservice! 
(916)922-2211 Ext 21
ARE A^'< GLASSES ?
I  TUO'JGUT THEN YNERE
^\GKT HEIRE . ^
-------------- '
HMM... I  PUT T)4EM DOWH..., 
1 WEMT TO SET MV BCCX,.,. 
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I
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Opportunities__
Work PT/FT Great Opport. for C.P, 
Students and Grads. Salas - Great 
Products, Huge Mkt. Good Income 
potantiaT (702) 898-S66S
Campus interviews
EXCEPTIONAL SUMMER POSITION 
CAMP WAYNE FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 
NE PA (3HRS SNYC) SPORTS-ORIENTED.
COUNSELOR/SPECIALISTS FOR ALL 
LAND/WATER SPORTS. CAMPING.COMP, 
A&C, VIDEO. RADIO. CAMPUS INTER­
VIEWS, TUES, FEB 16 - EXPO' 93. 
WRITE - 55 CHANNEL DRIVE. PORT 
WASHINGTON. NY 11050-2216 OR 
CALL 800-456-7946 OR 516-883-3067
For S a i^
FOR SALE: PET RAT 
cage induded, $20 546-0660 Kris
Bicycies
IBIS 18' MOUNTAIN BIKE. DEORE 
EQUIPPED, FLEXSTEM, $350. 
MIYATA ROAD BIKE. $100. $400 
FOR BOTH! CALL 489-3771.
I Roommates
Rm Avi NOW! $300pm Vry Lrg wth 
loft share with 3 guys Jan mt 
Is tree! Pise call Jon or Mike 
at 547-1533 Lve msg if not home
Rei I n g ^ r  
487 MARSH ST.
4BD 2BA YARD W/D HOOK-UP 
CALL 543-9119
5 BEDRM 3 BATH. WALK TO POLY, NEW 
HOUSE. WSHR/DRYR, AVAIL NOW 
GROUPS OF 3. 4. OR 5 CALL 543-0441
Lagurra 2bd Iba water trash 
pool Uundry $695/695 544-6638
Own Room, Christian household 
$260-300 near Poly, views, quiet 
horses, deck, wash/drysr 544-9673
Homes for Salé
BUYING A HOUSE OR CONDO? 
FOR A FREE LIST OF HOUSES A 
CONDOS FOR SALE IN SLO, CALL 
STEVE NELSON 543-8370

